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THIS IS NOT AN OPENBOOK EXAMINATION – ONLY REFERENCES PROVIDED ARE 

ALLOWED 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Answer all the questions in legible English. 

2. Write your ID number on the outside cover of each script used and on any graph paper or 

other loose sheets handed in. 

      NB: Your name must not appear on any answer book or loose sheets. 

3. Show all calculations and check the calculations on which the answers are based. 

4. Hand-held electronic calculators may be used for calculations. Reference notes may not be 

programmed into calculators. 

5. Write legibly in black ink on the right-hand page only. Left-hand pages will not be marked. 

6. Illustrate your answers using sketches or diagrams wherever possible. 

7. Final answers must be given to an accuracy typical of practical conditions, however, be 

careful not to use too few decimal places during your calculations, as rounding errors may 

result in incorrect answers. 

      NB: Ensure that the correct unit of measure (SI unit) is recorded as marks will be deducted 

if the incorrect unit is used even if the calculated value is correct. 

8. In answering the questions, full advantage should be taken of your practical experience as well 

as the data given. 

9. You are not allowed to contact your examiner or moderator regarding this examination. 

10. Cell phones and other smart devices are not allowed in the examination room.  
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QUESTION 1. GENERAL QUESTIONS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.1 Shear stress is always zero on the planes where the principal stresses act. 

True or False? 

(1) 

1.2 The directions of principal stresses are always aligned with the applied external 

forces. 

True or False? 

(1) 

1.3 Brittle rocks experience less deformation before rupture than ductile rocks. 

True or False? 

(1) 

1.4 Joint spacing does not influence joint strength. 

True or False? 

(1) 

1.5 A higher Rock Wall Condition Factor indicates a more stable rock mass. 

True or False? 

 

(1) 

1.6 Plastic deformation is reversible.  

True or False?  

(1) 

1.7 Griffith's equation calculates the critical stress needed for crack propagation based on 

the crack length and material properties. 

True or False? 

(1) 

1.8  The triaxial rock lab test is conducted without lateral confinement.  

True or False? 

(1) 

1.9 A higher Young's modulus indicates that a material is stiff and will deform less under 

applied stress. 

        True or False? 

(1) 

1.10 A material with a Poisson's ratio of 0.5 is considered incompressible. 

True or False? 

 

(1) 

1.11 Briefly describe the following failure criteria including formulae. Describe typical 

underground conditions where the failure criteria is applicable. 

a) Hoek-Brown 

b) Mohr coulomb 

c) Barton 

 

 

(5) 

(5) 

(5) 

 [25] 
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QUESTION 2. STRESS AND STRAIN 

2.1 Explain each of the following terms by utilising sketches and formulae (where appropriate) 

and give examples of how and where they can impact on rock engineering design. 

 

a) Elastic modulus 

b) Shear stress 

c) Principal stress 

d) Poisson’s ratio 

e) Plane strain  

 

 

 

(3) 

(3) 

(3) 

(3) 

(3) 

2.2 If an element of an elastic material is to be subjected to the stresses as indicated below, 

 

σxx = 20 MPa   σxy = -10 MPa  σyy = 40MPa   σyx= -10MPa 

 

Calculate the principal stress and direction and graphically plot your results on a labelled Mohr 

circle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(10) 

 [25] 
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QUESTION 3. ROCK STRENGTH  

 

 

QUESTION 4. STRESS IN ROCK AND ROCKMASSES  [25]` 

 

 

 

 

       Total Marks = [100] 

 

 

 

 

3.1 In a series of triaxial compression tests, the following represent the stresses obtained at peak 

load conditions:

 
a) Derive the Mohr-Coulomb parameters and equation from the above triaxial test results 

 

b) Numerical modelling results for a tunnel at your mine show major stress of 100MPa and minor 

stress of 20 MPa. Would you expect failure and why? 

 

c) If the Mohr coulomb equation is 

    
would you expect failure from the tunnel in (b)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(15) 

 

 

(5) 

 

 

(5) 

 

 [25] 

4.1 A vertical shaft is 6 m in diameter and the k-ratio in y-direction, ky = 1.4 and in the x-direction, 

kx = 0.8 at the depth of 1200. The average host rock density is 2900 kg/m3 , UCS = 180 MPa and 

the rock mass condition is generally good. Calculate the radial and tangential stresses in the shaft 

sidewall along the x axis at 0m, 0.5m, 1m, 1.5m, 2m.  

 

 

(20) 

4.2. Describe how you would use the hoek-brown failure criterion and the results obtained in 4.1 

 to determine the required tendon length to support the shaft? 

(5) 

 [25] 
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