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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Dear SANIRE member, 

When I write the President’s corner, I generally reflect on 
where I am at the time of writing, and this time I have reached 
my mid-term. With only a year left in my term as president, it 
has been an incredible pleasant journey for me, and I am 
extremely proud of SANIRE’s accomplishments. 

During my recent business trip to Australia, it has enabled me 
to connect with the universities. 

WHAT’S INSIDE 
• President’s Corner 

• New ticket holders 

• Exam News 

Volume 8, Issue 2 | July 2022 

• SANIRE Symposiums 

• Upcoming Events 

• Rock Star of the Quarter 

 

 

The South African National Institute 

of Rock Engineering is announcing 

the 

SANIRE Symposium  

28 & 29 July 2022 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

It was exciting to see the research 
shared with us, in the field of rock 
mechanics. While the universities have 
great achievements in research with 
many enrolled MSc and PHD students, 
the universities have only a few 
undergraduate students enrolled in 
the field of mining engineering.  This creates a lot of 
prospects to attract international skilled persons and we 
have seen many South Africans in Australia because to 
this. 

SANIRE have a significant role to ensure we provide the 
support to members in the field of rock engineering. The 
Education portfolio council members are doing a great 
job in partnership with the Minerals Council to make 
certain that the examinations run effortlessly. Members 
have had occasions across the globe to partake in the 
Minerals Council theory and practical exams. There 
were candidates from Zimbabwe, Botswana, Zambia 
and Ireland during the May practical exams. SANIRE will 
continue to provide this support to all our members to 
keep them up to date with industry.  

This also serves as a reminder to all SANIRE members, 
that SANIRE membership automatically makes you a 
member of the International Society of Rock Mechanics 
(ISRM). This offers you access to all the ISRM events, 
short courses and publications.  

Lastly, I would also like to prompt you to attend our 
SANIRE Symposium on 28 and 29 July 2022 at Emperors 
Palace. If you are not able attend in person, you can join 
in virtually as we have made this event hybrid to provide 
all members the opportunity to participate. 

SANIRE is very excited about our first face to face 
symposium after the covid-19 lockdown and partnering 
with our sponsors. Hope to see you all there! 

SANIRE greetings 

 

Lizelle Prinsloo 
SANIRE President 
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     SANIRE SYMPOSIUM 2022   
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     SANIRE ROCKBOWL 2022  
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T Mamosebo 

Anglo American 
S Pentasaib 

Sibanye Stillwater 
Gold 

Lindiwe Zondo 
Royal Bafokeng 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

   
   

   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            
Kulani Makhubele                             

Siyanda Bakgatla Platinum 

                      
Azwindini Makungo                    

Booysendal Platinum (Northam) 

                                 
Ndaga Mbambo                             
Hernic Ferrochrome 

   

 

NEW ROCK ENGINEERING CERTIFICATE HOLDERS 

Following the RMC Practical Exam conducted in May 2022, the following persons obtained the Minerals Council 
Rock Engineering Certificate. Congratulations!!!! 

 

 

 
B Bohule                      

Cowburn Isherwood  
 

 
C Kamawe                                 

First Quantum  
 

 
T Kekana                       

Palabora Mining 
 

 
R Lamola                          

Sibanye-Stillwater 
 

 
L Ledwaba                      

Eland Platinum 
 

 
D Legoabe       

Sibanye 
 

 
J MacPherson 

Sibanye-Stillwater 
 

 
A Majuta                    

First Quantum 
 

 
N Maleka                           

Anglo Platinum 
 

 
J Matjila              

Sibanye-Stillwater 
 

 
C Mbimbi              

First Quantum  
 

 
N Mbonambi            
Ekapa Minerals 

 

 
R Mfaladi                 

Anglo Platinum  
 

 
T Mhlanga           

Thungela Resources 
 

 
G Monama      

Northam Zondereinde 
 

 
D Montse          

Impala Platinum 
 

 
C Mpilo                            

Eland Platinum 
 

 
U Mukwevho      
Eland Platinum 

 

 
M Nchabeleng     
Exxaro Resources 

 

 
P Ndlovu        

Palabora Mining 
 

 

NEW STRATA CONTROL CERTIFICATE HOLDERS 

Following the Strata Control Practical Exams held in April – May 2022, the following persons have obtained 
their Strata Control Certificates. Congratulations!!! 
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M Phasha             

Northam Zondereinde 
 

 
C Phuduhudu 

Northam Zondereinde 
 

 
S Pienaar                   

Impala Platinum  
 

 
T Rampedi             

Ekapa Minerals 
 

 
N Ramunenyiwa 
UMM Contracting  

 

 
M Sekgobela  Preman 

Mining 
 

 
T Sibiya                        

MLB Consulting 
 

 
W Singoyi                        

First Quantum 
 

 
P Slambee         

Harmony 
 

 
N Thekiso                     

Palabora Mining  
 

 
K Tshepe                      

Khoemacau Mining 
 

 
V Upindi                

Trevali Mining  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Page 9 of 17 

www.sacesha.org.za 
www.sanire.co.za 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BREAKING NEW GROUND: A MODERN APPROACH OF DESTRESS STRATEGIES IN DEEP (MASS) MINING 

On 7 April 2022, a hybrid international conference was hosted by SANIRE in partnership with LKAB and New 
Concept Mining at the Olives and Plates Wits Club. Over 150 people attended the hybrid conference from over 
8 different countries.  

Prof. Horst Wagner and Prof. Dick Stacey, the keynote speakers of the day, have again delivered interesting 
presentation explaining the basic design principles and the challenges in deep mass mining.  It was interesting 
to learn from LKAB mining company in the challenges they currently face to take their mining to new depths and 
innovative technologies and mining methodologies they are exploring to mine at these depths. 

Deeper mining is a reality of the future as resources on surface are being depleted and therefore we need more 
collaboration between researches, geotechnical practitioners and mining companies to share experiences and 
solutions. 

You are reminded that all the presentations of the day are available on the SANIRE website, if you have missed 
out on the conference day. 
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EXAM NEWS 

The May 2022 theory examinations were successfully 
conducted and the examination committee are working 
on the following timelines: 

▪ Examiners should be done marking by 20 June 2022 
▪ Moderators should be done marking by 6 July 2022 
▪ RMC / SCO Examination Committee Meeting 

scheduled for 18 July 2022 
▪ Results to be published by no later than 29 July 

2022 

The number of candidates that wrote the May 2022 
theory examinations are indicated in the table: 
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         UPCOMING SANIRE EVENTS 
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ROCK STAR OF THE QUARTER 

Q. Favourite Sport:  

Chess 

Q. Where is your favorite hangout spot? 

Anywhere next to the beach, no noise, just a circle full of laughter 

and music. 

Q. What motivates you to get out of bed in the morning? 

My alarm and “System generated AWOP” haha haha haha – I’m not 

a morning person, If I’d get an opportunity to never wake up in the 

morning, I’d take it. 

Q. What is your favorite quote (why)?  

“Do unto others as you would like them to do unto you” … Why? 

Well, I believe that we behind any scientist; engineer; manager; 

malaisha; or any other societal given title, everyone is just human 

with flesh and blood. Therefore, all results in life boil down to how 

we treat each other.  

Q. What is your personal song (why)? 

“It all comes down to Love” By BeBe Winans – Because it sums up 

everything I have believed and lived by up to so far.  

Q. What is your favourite movie? 

Inception 

Q. If the story of your life were to become a biopic, what would 

the title be?  

Conquered  

Q. If the story of your life were to become a biopic, which famous 

actor or actress would play you?  

Viola Davis 

Q. What is the best vacation you’ve been to or plan on going to?  

Namibia – This December 

 

Q. Do you have a favourite newspaper, blog? 

No 

Q. What is your favorite hobby?  

Tutoring Matriculants, Maths and Science 

Q. What is your greatest fear?  

Death before getting to raise my 5-year-old son 

Q. What is your hidden talent?  

Acting 

Q. What is the one thing that very few people knows about you ( 

e,g I was mrs Candy high school when I was 12 years old? 

I grew up as an extremely thin child 

Q. What’s your most memorable facepalm moment? 

Learning that rock engineering is so much different than geology  

Q. If you could interview one person (dead or alive) who would 

that be (why)?  

Jesus – There’s a lot of things that I need clarity on regarding his 

teachings 

Q. If you could only drink one beer/cocktail for the rest of your 

life, what would it be?  

Gin and tonic 

Q. If you were an animal, what would you be (why)?  

Tiger - Fearless but still very noble 

Q. If you were on death row, what would your last meal be? 

Uphuthu and Inkomzazi 

 

 

 

Full Name:    Lindiwe Precious Zondo 

Company/Organisation: Royal Bafokeng Platinum  

Date and Place of Birth: 02-Sept-1993 (Soweto, Gauteng) 

Education:    BEng (Mining Engineering), Tuks  

First Job:   Graduate trainee, Cullinan Diamond    

                                             Mine 

Philosophy of Life:   “Love what you do, it will love you 

back” 

Favourite Food/Drink:  Uphuthu and Inkomazi 

Favourite Sport:  Chess 
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Q. What do you want to be remembered for?  

Going over and beyond and introducing effective business 

improvement strategies in the mining industry  

Q. If you were stuck on an island what three things would you 

bring?  

My son, my phone, and a router 

Q. If you were a rockstar, what would your stage name be?  

Presh 

Q. Growing up, what was your dream career?  

Teaching 

Q. Why did you choose Rock Engineering as a career?  

Rock Engineering chose me really, Marius Steinman the rock 

engineer at Maseve mine just identified me as a suitable mentee and 

took me under his care when I met him in 2017. Before I met him, I 

was attempting to pursue a career in production. I was an intern in 

the blasting ticket programme.  

Q. What are 3 words to describe Rock Engineering?  

Calling, Godly and Science.  

Q. What do you find the most challenging of Rock Engineering? 

The fact that we can’t for sure say the exact time that a rock will fall 

under conditions known to cause fall of grounds.  

Q. What do you like most about Rock Engineering?  

The never-ending opportunities to improve, I love how one can 

forever find a new topic to research on even years and years after 

rock engineering was founded. 

Q. What are some areas that you believe will become of 

increasing importance in the near future of the rock engineering 

discipline?  

Rock engineering for mechanised, high speed mining.  

Q. What is you view on the current spike on Fall of Ground Fatals 

over the past two years? 

I think it’s absolutely tragic and can be prevented. To attain different 

results from before, we have to act differently than before.  

Q. What solutions do you propose to reduce the Fall of Ground 

Fatals? 

I think it’s about time we bring back the “Engineering” in rock 

engineering. Where we re-design site specific support units and 

systems. 

Q. Who is your role model/mentor?  

Role model - Dr Rudy Phillis 

Mentor – Mncedi Nkosi  

 

Q. What is the best advice you have ever been given?  

“No one owe you anything, so show up for yourself” 

Q. What advice would you give to someone who want to choose 

Rock Engineering as career?  

Number 1, go for it! Secondly, spend time at every stage of your 

career being thorough. Lastly, get a formal tertiary qualification but 

remain humble enough to remain humble to gain the necessary 

practical training on the job. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR 

THE NEXT ROCK STAR 

WE ARE SEARCHING FOR THE 

NEXT ROCK STAR WHO IS GOING 

ABOVE AND BEYOND 
Please send us your nominations of who you 

would like to see interviewed in the next issue of 

Rock Talk. 

PLEASE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN 

YOUR NOMINATION 

• Name & Surname of Nominee 

• Mining Operation of Nominee 

• Designation of Nominee 

• Nominee’s contact details 

• A short motivation as to why you have 

nominated the person. 

NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN 

FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES OR TO 

SUBMIT YOUR NOMINEE, PLEASE 

SEND AN EMAIL TO: info@sanire.co.za 

The Rock Star award is given to up and coming younger 

generation rock engineers (younger than 35). The award 

acknowledges the valuable work individuals are doing in 

their fields to improve systems, technologies, mining 

practices and applications. These candidates are making a 

name for themselves in the industry by their interventions 

and participation, as recognised by their peers and 

colleagues.  

 

Typically, one award a year will be given to a deserving 

individual at the discretion of the SANIRE Council. The award, 

consisting of a certificate, trophy and a 1 oz silver 

Krugerrand, will be presented by the SANIRE President at the 

annual general meeting. 
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MORE ABOUT SANIRE 
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SANIRE
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RATIO (JULY 2022)

EDITORS CORNER 

 

This is our newsletter and SANIRE would like to hear from 

you. 

If you have any information or stories you would like us to 

include in the next newsletter , please submit them via email 

to mbalenhleb@mpas.org.za , 

Thovhedzo.Gcuda@Seritiza.com and 

lizelle.prinsloo@angloamerican.com  

Remember to visit all our media platforms. 

Facebook: @SANIREofficial 

(https://www.facebook.com/SanireOfficial) 

LinkedIn  

www.linkedin.com/company/south-african-national-

institute-of-rock-engineering 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT SANIRE 

Mbalenhle Buthelezi 

Institute Secretary 

Tel: (+27) 11 568 2050 | (+27) 11 568 2054 

Email: mbalenhleb@mpas.org.za | 

info@sanire.co.za 

Website: www.sanire.co.za 

Facebook: @SanireOfficial 
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