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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Dear SANIRE member, 

This year began with great anticipation as the mining industry saw a 

70% year-on-year reduction in fall of ground fatalities in 2022. The 

number decreased from 20 fatalities in 2021 to 6 in 2022. There have 

been a lot of discussion of how this was made possible through 

engineered solutions, enabling environments, leadership, safety 

culture, and collaboration between all stakeholders, to name a few. 

This is a step in the right direction, but we still have not achieved 

zero fatalities.  
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Sadly, we have not had a good start in Q1 of 2023, as 

the mining industry have already reported 6 FOG 

related fatalities. This is more than half of what was 

achieved last year. This may cast doubt on last years 

achievement and with three quarters to go, there will 

be a lot of effort required to ensure we do not have 

any more FOG fatals. 

I urge all of us in the rock engineering profession to 

collaborate, share learnings to prevent repeat 

incidents, actively participate in industry events such as 

the MINCOSA Day of Learnings, COPA’s, FOGAP and 

motivate to implement the leading rock engineering 

practices at your operations. 

 

I look forward to our SANIRE Symposium on 21 and 22 
June 2023 with the theme: “Turning Challenges into 
Opportunities” which talks a lot to the challenges we 
currently experience as an industry. The event will be 
again hybrid to reach those who are far and cannot 
personally attend. This invitation is open to everyone 
to participate to make it an even bigger success than 
last year. 

Lastly, I want to wish all the candidate’s and examiners 
good luck with the upcoming theory and practical 
examinations. 

SANIRE greetings, 

 
Lizelle Prinsloo 
SANIRE President 

 

 
Figure: DMRE weekly report 
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SANIRE SYMPOSIUM 2023

Book your diaries for the exciting South African National Institute of Rock Engineering (SANIRE)                               
Turning Challenges Into Opportunities Symposium.                                                                                                                                          

The Hybrid Symposium will take place on the 22nd & 23nd June 2023 at Emperors Palace Conference Centre.                                                                                                                                
Note that the SANIRE website will have more information and registration. 
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SANIRE BRANCHES 
 

COUNCIL TOUR, NORTHERN CAPE BRANCH 
 

The very first SANIRE council tour to the Northern 

Cape brunch was a great success. The new branch 

committee for NC was elected during the visit.  The 

council also conducted a technical visit at Kumani iron 

ore mine. 

From left to right: 

Vice Chair: Gerald Gainsford 

Supplier representative: Daniel Blom  

Chairperson: Billy Mashiatshiti  

Treasurer: Radifadi Mamabolo  

Young Member Representative: Naledi Letlape  

Secretary: Jeevan John

 

 

WESTERN BUSHVELD BRANCH GOLF DAY  
 

The Western Bushveld Branch meeting golf day was a 

success. The rain almost ruined the event but all 

went well. The professional photographer at the 

event has captured the memorable event. 
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FALL OF GROUND MANAGEMENT 
 
The fall of ground has seen a downwards trend from the 
year 2021, with a life time achievement of the very first 
January with no FOG fatal in 2023. Well done to gate 
keepers of FOG in the mining industry. 

 
 

 
 
TUNNEL BORING IN MINING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING 
 
This year’s biennial symposium of the South African 
National Committee on Tunnelling (SANCOT) was 
hosted in November in the university town of 
Stellenbosch at the Wallenberg Conference Centre 
@STIAS (Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study).  
Needless to say, the setting in itself presented its own 
attraction, and soon enough we’ll have new tunnelling 
developments in the region to draw a second occasion! 
 
There is yet another, more specific reason to couple the 
beauty of the Western Cape winelands, and the richly 
concentrated resources of a world class university and 
research instution to that of exploring tunnelling 
advancements.  Aside from the obvious burgeoning and  
 

 
 
burning need for urban infrastructure development, 
this is additionally juxtaposed on that of global 
consciousness on sustainable development and 
protection of the environment.  Sustainable solutions to 
the exploding problems associated with those indelible 
effects of our human footprint on this precious planet 
mean that not only are we bound to seek short-term 
results to accommodate ourselves, but an imperative to 
find long-term results that future generations can live 
with. 
 
At the risk of expanding on a cliché, it is through 
tunnelling that this will be achieved – is already being 
achieved, and has been largely entrenched into urban 
development strategies globally.  Underground 
infrastructure development provides a means through 
which we foresee a lasting offset to environmental 
impacts as a result of urbanisation.  And for the Sub-
Saharan region, this SANCOT symposium held special 
significance.  In the near future, water shortages, roads, 
rail, urban networks, access to raw materials through 
mining, the establishment of storage facilities to hold 
grain, for underground cultivation or waste disposal, 
will become imperative to accommodate the 
approximately 2.5 billion people projected to occupy 
the African continent by 2050, less than 30 years from 
now. 
 
The theme of the conference ‘Tunnel boring in civil 
engineering & mining’ therefore spoke directly to these 
challenges.  The pressure not only to deliver the results, 
but to do so safely, fast and effiiciently informs those 
technological advancements so desperately required.   
 
Many tens of thousands of kilometres of underground 
tunnels have historically been developed, by 
conventional drill and blast methods, but this is 
changing; slowly, but ever more steadily and rapidly, as 
technological advances for mechanised tunnelling and 
tunnel boring in mining are gaining traction – literally 
and strategically. 
 
The SANCOT 2022 Symposium was attended by a 
selection of globally representative delegates from 
Europe and the Americas, as well as a significant 
contingent of South African delegates. 
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Microtunnelling in Cape Town 

Photo courtesy: Du Toit Carstens et al, WSP Group 
Africa, CSV Construction and City of Cape Town 

 
Symposium presentations, in keeping with the 
conference theme, included: 

- Microtunnel boring in the Cape Town 
Metropolitan; 

- Design and construction considerations for the 
Lesotho Highlands Water Project Phase 2 
diversion and transfer tunnels; 

- Challenges and trends with the excavation of 
long tunnels using tunnel boring machines 
(TBM); 

- Use of special ground support and 
reinforcement; 

- Navigating adverse ground conditions, ground 
characterisation and reinforcement; 

- Novel tunnel boring projects in mining; 
- Hydropower; and 
- Technical visit: Huguenot North Bore Tunnel 

 
For more information, see: 
https://www.saimm.co.za/media/com_eventbooking/S
ANCOT%20Symposium%20Final%20Programme-
19102022.pdf) (select images and snapshots from 
presentations included herein) 
 
The SANCOT group, as well as its parent body, the ITA 
(i.e. International Tunnelling Association), provides that 
unique meeting point to bring together the benefits of 
experience and resources from both the civil and mining 
engineering sectors.  Our aim as SANCOT is to continue 
to provide a forum where technological advances in 
tunnelling are shared and discussed, thereby facilitating 
the development of skills and resources in support of 
safe tunnelling best practices, in South Africa, 
Sub-Saharan Africa, and the African continent. 

 

 
Drill and Blast tunnel viz. with Mobile Tunnel Bored 

tunnel 
Photo courtesy: Anglo American – Carstens and Van 

Rooyen 
 

 
Huguenot North Bore Technical Visit 
Photo courtesy: SANCOT Committee 

 
Information on SANCOT and its activities can be found 
at the SAIMM site page here: 
https://www.saimm.co.za/about-saimm/saimm-
committees/south-african-national-council-on-
tunnelling-sancot 
 
Information on ITA and its activities can be found here: 
https://www.ita-aites.org/ 
The lunchtime series on sustainability and carbon 
neutral underground can be found here: 
https://www.itacet.org/  
 
Jeanne Walls: Vice Chair, SANCOT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.saimm.co.za/media/com_eventbooking/SANCOT%20Symposium%20Final%20Programme-19102022.pdf
https://www.saimm.co.za/media/com_eventbooking/SANCOT%20Symposium%20Final%20Programme-19102022.pdf
https://www.saimm.co.za/media/com_eventbooking/SANCOT%20Symposium%20Final%20Programme-19102022.pdf
https://www.saimm.co.za/about-saimm/saimm-committees/south-african-national-council-on-tunnelling-sancot
https://www.saimm.co.za/about-saimm/saimm-committees/south-african-national-council-on-tunnelling-sancot
https://www.saimm.co.za/about-saimm/saimm-committees/south-african-national-council-on-tunnelling-sancot
https://www.ita-aites.org/
https://www.itacet.org/


 

 
Page 10 of 30 

www.sacesha.org.za 
www.sanire.co.za 

SANIRE CALENDER 
Visist https://www.sanire.co.za/news/events-calendar 
for unpdated upcomming evenets. 
 

 

 

 

Name Surname Email Branch 

Louis Lochner Louis.lochner@Harmony.co.za  Free Vaal Branch  

Ross  van Heerden    Ross.vanHeerden@Harmony.co.za Gauteng Branch 

Gunther Betz Gunther.Betz@norplats.co.za  Eastern Bushveld Branch  

Billy  Mashiatshiti billy.mashiatshiti@angloamerican.com Northern Cape Chairperson 

Hlomani Mthombeni  Hlomani.Mthombeni@sibanyestillwater.com Western Bushveld  

Nyandano Netshivhazwaulu Nyandano.netshivhazwaulu@seritiza.com Coal Fields  

 

 

https://www.sanire.co.za/news/events-calendar
mailto:Louis.lochner@Harmony.co.za
mailto:Ross.vanHeerden@Harmony.co.za
mailto:Gunther.Betz@norplats.co.za
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ROCK STAR OF THE QUARTER

 

 

Q. What motivates you to get out of bed in the 

morning? 

Life problems. I don’t have to set my alarm anymore, ziyakhala 

bafwethu      

Q. What is your favorite quote (why)?  

“At any given point, you’re 55 minutes away from load shedding” – 

Maya Angelou. Lol 

On a serious note: 

“Finding beauty within the imperfections of life and accepting the 

natural cycle of growth and decay” - Wabi-sabi (侘寂) 

Embrace imperfection. Nothing lasts, nothing is complete. Accept 

your own flaws and those of others. Find beauty in imperfection. 

Q. What is your personal song (why)? 

The question is restrictive. I am a music fanatic, I listen to almost all 

genres. No one song is enough to be a “personal” song. It all 

depends on the mood and the state of mind at the time. 

Q. What is your favourite movie? 

I struggle with maintaining attention for that long. I do well with 

series instead.  ADHD? 

Q. If the story of your life were to become a biopic, what would 

the title be?  

“The Pursuit of Happiness” 

Q. What is the best vacation you’ve been to or plan on going to?  

Cape Town/Zanzibar. There is just something about the coast.  

 

 

Q. Do you have a favourite newspaper, blog? 

Twitter and browsing the internet can be very informative. 

Q. What is your greatest fear?  

Death of the people around me.  

Q. What is your hidden talent?  

I have a photographic memory.  

Q. What’s your most memorable facepalm moment? 

Worth a thousand words 

 

Q. If you could interview one person (dead or alive) who would 

that be (why)?  

Myself. Why not? 

Q. If you were an animal, what would you be (why)?  

Silverback Gorilla. So powerful and majestic. It signifies strength 

and resilience.  

Q. If you were on death row, what would your last meal be? 

Table for one with Pap and eggs, please.  

  Full Name:    Fikile Marvin Mokgethoa 

Company/Organisation: Anglo American Kumba Iron Ore, Kolomela 

Designation:                     Geotechnical Engineer 

Date and Place of Birth: 29 October 1995, born in Marble Hall and    
                                             bred in Siyabuswa 
Education:    BSc Mining Engineering (Wits), RMC (Open  
                                            Pit), MSc Rock Engineering candidate (Wits) 
First Job:   Mine Survey Tutor (To 3rd-year students) 

Philosophy of Life:   Amid chaos, there is also opportunity 

Favourite Food/Drink:  A good wagyu steak is where it’s at. I also  
                                             enjoy South African cuisine 
Favourite Sport:  I have a lot to choose from, but it has to be  
                                            football. My dream is to watch Lionel Messi   
                                            play live before retirement Lost  

                                            opportunity at the 2022 FIFA World Cup Final☹). 
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Q. If you were stuck on an island what three things would you 

bring?  

A cellphone (with a lot of battery life), food and good company.  

Q. If you were a rockstar, what would your stage name be?  

“Fiks The Future”, lol that’s what some of my colleagues call me.  

Q. Growing up, what was your dream career?  

I have always wanted to be a veterinarian.  I outgrew it.  

Q. Why did you choose Rock Engineering as a career?  

In university, I performed very well in Rock Mechanics and Rock 

Engineering and even completed a Rock Engineering project in 3rd-

year. But following Rock Engineering was not on my plan. I wanted 

Mining Production. However, Rock Engineering presented itself in a 

form of an opportunity and I have never looked back. It is mentally 

stimulating and perfect for me. Cliché, but I guess you can say Rock 

Engineering chose me.  

Q. What do you find the most challenging of Rock Engineering? 

Developing an engineering solution to highly complex 

heterogeneous rock masses which are influenced by numerous 

parameters and variability.  

 

 

Q. What do you like most about Rock Engineering?  

Rock Engineering fraternity is a relatively new field. So, there is a 

lot of room for groundbreaking research, innovation and 

meaningful contributions. I like the idea that in my development in 

the field, I might not be too far off from pioneering valuable 

aspects of Rock Engineering. 

Q. What are some areas that you believe will become of increasing 

importance in the near future of the rock engineering discipline?  

Rock Engineering is reaching untapped territories as we access 

deep-lying deposits. This creates a need for research and more 

intense data and risk-driven Rock Engineering strategies. The future 

is data and risk driven.  

Q. What advice would you give to someone who want to choose 

Rock Engineering as career?  

It can be interesting, satisfactory and rewarding when you have a 

passion for it. If you want to explore it, be prepared to be one of 

the coolest people in the mining industry. 

Q. What is the best advice you have ever been given?  

Smile through it, it is never that bad. 
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How to become a Rock Engineering Practitioner 
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MORE ABOUT SANIRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITORS CORNER 

 

This is our newsletter and SANIRE would like to hear from 

you. 

If you have any information or stories you would like us to 

include in the next newsletter, please submit them via email 

to mbalenhleb@mpas.org.za , 

Thovhedzo.Gcuda@Seritiza.com and 

lizelle.prinsloo@angloamerican.com  

Remember to visit all our media platforms. 

Facebook: @SANIREofficial 

(https://www.facebook.com/SanireOfficial) 

LinkedIn  

www.linkedin.com/company/south-african-national-

institute-of-rock-engineering 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT SANIRE 

Mbalenhle Buthelezi 

Association Secretary 

Tel: (+27) 11 568 2050 | (+27) 11 568 2054 

Email: mbalenhleb@mpas.org.za | info@sanire.co.za 

Website: www.sanire.co.za 

Facebook: @SanireOfficial 
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